Response to the EC consultation on the future direction of EU trade policy

28 July 2010

Question 1. Now that the new Lisbon Treaty has entered into force, how can we best
ensure that our future trade policy is coherent with the EU's external action as a whole
and notably in relation to the EU's neighbouring countries?
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Question 2: Given the importance of boosting growth, creating more jobs and ensuring a
more resource efficient and greener economy, how can EU trade policy help? What
should the new trade priorities be in the light of the Europe 2020 Strategy?
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Question 3: In addition to continuing to push for a successful conclusion to the Doha
Round, how can the EU best pursue overall EU trade policy objectives in the WTO?
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Question 4: Do our current FTA negotiations provide the right geographic and
substantive focus for our bilateral trade relationships in the context of the &£#2020



strategy?
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Question 5: Should the EU now try for closer economic integration and cooperation with
such partners? What is the best way to further facilitate trade and investment,
overcoming regulatory differences that may have the effect of barriers to trade and
deepening our trade relationships with these important economies?
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Question 6: How can the EU improve the effectiveness of regulatory dialogues?



How can the EU promote the establishment of and greater recourse to international
standards without compromising legitimate public policy choices?
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Question 7: How can the EU, and in particular trade policy, help to secure a
reliable and sustainable supply of raw materials by third countries?
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Question 10: How can trade policy best support green and inclusive growth around the
globe including through Sustainability Impact Assessments?
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Question 15: What initiatives could the EU take and which EU trade policy instruments
could we mobilise to complement and reinforce the ‘smart’ dimension of the Europe



2020 strategy and facilitate trade in high-tech goods and services?
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Question 16: How can the EU best safeguard its firms or interests against trading
partners who do not play by the rules? Are the existing tools and priorities sufficient to
address unfair competition from third countries?
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Question 17: How can the EU best safeguard its firms or interests against major trading
partners who maintain an asymmetric level of openness and resort to protectionist
measures? Are the existing tools and priorities sufficient to address practices such as
keeping EU suppliers out of government procurement markets, market access
restrictions, restricted and insecure access to energy and raw materials?
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Question 18: What else can EU trade policy do to further improve the protection of IPR in
key markets?
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Question 19: What more should the Commission do to ensure that trade policy becomes
more transparent and to ensure that a wide variety of views and opinions is heard in the
policy-making process?
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