
Members of the World Electronics Forum Call for Swift, 
Tariff-Eliminating Expansion of the Information  

Technology Agreement

Members of the global high-tech industry held an Interim Meeting 
of the World Electronics Forum (WEF) at the 2012 International 
CES (CES) and called for immediate action to support tariff cutting 
expansion of product coverage for the Information technology 
Agreement (ITA).  The ITA is one of the most commercially significant 
and successful trade agreements of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO).

Following the APEC Leaders Declaration in which Ministers agreed 
to playing a leadership role in launching negotiations to expand 
the product coverage and membership of the WTO Information 
Technology Agreement, high-tech industry leaders from around the 
world committed to working with their governments and industry  
to launch negotiations on an expanded, tariff-elimination ITA.
From 1996 to 2008, total ITA product trade increased more that 10 
percent annually, from $1.2 trillion to $4.0 trillion.  The ITA has 
helped to drive innovation, lower consumer prices and further integrate 
the global industry.  Initial analysis predicts that expanded coverage  
of the ITA could completely remove tariffs on at least an additional 
$800 billion in information and communications technology (ICT) 
trade globally.

ITA expansion would yield immediate and substantial benefits, 
removing tariffs on a vast array of tech products not currently covered 
by the agreement.  We are deeply committed to working with our 
governments and the global ICT industry to move quickly to advance 
this important negotiation which will expand trade, foster innovation 
and increase jobs around the world.
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